
Age 0-4 Age 5-9 Age 10-14 Age 15-17 Age 18+ Total
0

2000

4000

6000

8000

10000

12000

Policy Recommendation Summary 2023

C o n t e x t
Sri Lanka’s child protection system is
administered by the Ministry of Women, Child
Affairs and Social Empowerment. The nation
ratified the United Nations Convention on the
Rights of the Child (CRC) in 1991, committing
to comprehensive measures for child
protection, as outlined in Article 19. The
Protection of the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities Act, No. 28 of 1996, safeguards
and promotes the rights of all persons with
disabilities (PWD). Sri Lanka also ratified the
CRPD in 2016, assuming obligations, including
those outlined in Article 7 concerning the
rights of children with disabilities (CWD).

C h i l d  P r o t e c t i o n  f o r  
C h i l d r e n  w i t h  D i s a b i l i t i e s  
i n  S r i  L a n k a

T o w a r d s  t h e  R i g h t s  o f  C h i l d r e n  w i t h  D i s a b i l i t i e s

This document presents the outcomes of an informative
assessment and stakeholder interviews focused on the
rights of children with disabilities (CWD) within Sri
Lanka's child protection system. The primary objective
is to provide evidence-based recommendations to align
the child protection system with the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
(CRPD). The recommendations emphasize the practical
implementation of a more robust framework, enhanced
coordination, collaboration, and national marketing to
bolster the protection of CWD.

F i n d i n g s

B a c k g r o u n d
The project utilized a multi-method approach,
involving secondary data analysis and 11 virtual
expert interviews. Secondary analysis assessed
challenges in Sri Lanka's child protection
system and disability awareness, comparing
CRPD alignment in various countries. A review
of 242 sources pinpointed key policy areas for
enhancement. Thematic analysis, conducted
using Excel coding, ensured data accuracy.

* Census of Children in Child Care Institutions 2019
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Largest city:
 Colombo

Area (Total):
 65,610.2 km2
(25,332.2 sq mi)

Population
(2022 estimate):
 22,037,000

GDP (PPP):
Total: $74.85 billion
           (nominal, 2022)
Per capita: $3,354.40
           (nominal, 2022)(decrease)

Official languages: 
Sinhala, Tamil

Ethnic groups (2012):
74.9% Sinhalese

11.2% Sri Lankan Tamils
9.2% Sri Lankan Moors

4.2% Indian Tamils
0.5% Others

Religion (2012):
70.2% Buddhism
12.6% Hinduism

9.7% Islam
7.4% Christianity
0.1% Other/None



K e y  P o l i c y  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s

Collaboration and Governance
among Ministries and Agencies

First Steps: Enlist university students or central
government officials to map existing working groups.
Cost: No additional cost (repurpose existing budgets).
Time: One year to make recommendations, 6 months to
reform suggested group(s).

Establish a digital platform for real-time
collaboration among liaison officials from ministries
and agencies, create an Inter-Ministerial Committee,
and form a National Council for CWD.
These steps will ensure coordinated efforts,
resource sharing, and transparent implementation
across ministries and agencies, addressing CWD
issues.

Implementation Strategies

More Robust Legal Frameworks

Enhance CWD's rights through legal amendments,
expedited legal procedures, and penalties for
discrimination or abuse.
Implement an accessible online abuse reporting
portal, inclusive town hall meetings, and a
multilingual guide to CWD's legal rights, fostering
a robust legal framework.

First Steps: Review all current policies to align with the
CRPD.
Cost: No additional cost (budgets and resources can be
re-allocated).
Time: Up to 6 months to review existing policies.

Collaborate with academic institutions for CWD
research and create a database compiling
disaggregated data on CWD.
Mandate regular assessments of CWD progress
across sectors, ensuring transparency and
evidence-based policy formulation.

   Data Collection, Research,   
and Monitoring

First Steps: Reach out to academic institutions,
research organizations, and disability-focused NGOs to
establish partnerships.
Cost: No additional cost (budgets and resources can be
re-allocated).
Time: Approximately 2 to 3 months to establish
collaborative partnerships.

Strategies for Partnerships,
Advocacy, and Campaigning

Establish government-led partnerships with
disability-focused NGOs, form a national CWD
advisory board, organize community events and
awareness campaigns, collaborate with influencers,
and build international partnerships for technical
expertise and resources.

First Steps: Conduct a thorough mapping of disability-
focused NGOs and relevant ministries.
Cost: None additional cost within the MWCASE (budgets
and human resources can be re-allocated).
Time: Approximately 4 to 6 months.

Paradigm Shift from Charity to
a Human Rights-Based Approach

Develop media guidelines for respectful
representation of CWD, initiate an online drive for
safe spaces, and embed disability awareness in
teacher training and school curricula to nurture
productive classrooms.

First Steps: Develop a comprehensive set of media
guidelines.
Cost: No additional cost within the MWCASE (budgets
and human resources can be re-allocated).
Time: Approximately 2 to 3 months to develop
guidelines.

Legal Literacy and CWD Rights
Education

Incorporate CWD's human rights education for legal
professionals and vocational programs, develop
community workshops and a mobile legal clinic, and
create online content to explain essential legal
rights of CWD.

First Steps: Assess gaps in legal literacy and disability
rights education.
Cost: No additional cost within the MWCASE (budgets
and human resources can be re-allocated).
Time: Up to 1 to 2 months to establish contact and
arrange meetings.

These recommendations offer immediate, budget-conscious actions within
limited resources while maintaining a focus on viable strategies.



C o n c l u s i o n
 This study emphasizes the need for a more
robust child protection system in Sri Lanka,
aligning with the CRPD and promoting the rights
of children with disabilities. The provided
recommendations and implementation
strategies offer a practical and budget-sensitive
path toward achieving this goal. By taking these
steps, Sri Lanka can move towards a more
compassionate society where all children,
including those with disabilities, can thrive
harmoniously. The ultimate aim is the holistic
development and safeguarding of all children's
rights, catalyzing a transformation across the
societal structure.

R e f e r e n c e s
Campbell, F. K. (2013). A review of disability law and legal mobilisation in Sri Lanka. LST Review,
       23(308), 1–30. https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2084565
Economic and Social Council. (2022). E/ICEF/2022/P/L.37. United Nations.
       https://www.unicef.org/executiveboard/media/12511/file/2022-PL37-Sri_Lanka_CPD-EN-ODS.pdf
Galahitiyawa, S. T. L. H. (2023). ‘That’s my journey’: what motivated me to conduct disability
        research? Disability & Society, 38(6), 1084–1088. https://doi.org/10.1080/09687599.2023.2181771
Kasturiarachchi, C. (2020). Rights for education: school support and education development of
        differently-abled students with special education needs in the Sri Lankan government schools. 
        International Journal Of All Research Writings, (11), 38–48. 
        http://ijarw.com/Users/ManuScript/ManuScriptDetails/af9dafdc-f5f0-472c-839b-3ed044acc6fd
Liyanage, C. (2017). Sociocultural construction of disability in Sri Lanka: charity to rights-based
         approach. Inclusive Learning and Educational Equity, 3, 251–265. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-
         319-55224-8_16
Mendis, P., & Perera, B. (2019). The disability policy brief for law makers, administrators and other
         decision makers in Sri Lanka. International Centre for Ethnic Studies.
Mehta, D., Kelly, A. B., Laurens, K. R., Haslam, D., Williams, K. E., Walsh, K., Baker, P. R. A., Carter, H. E.,
         Khawaja, N. G., Zelenko, O., & Mathews, B. (2023). Child maltreatment and long-term physical and 
         mental health outcomes: An exploration of biopsychosocial determinants and implications for 
         prevention. Child Psychiatry & Human Development, 54, 421–435. 
         https://doi.org/10.1007/s10578-021-01258-8
Munasinghe, I. K. (2015). The absolute protection available for the disabled children under the
         prevention of domestic violence law; Sri Lankan perspective. 8th international research 
         conference, KDU, 126–130. http://ir.kdu.ac.lk/handle/345/1374
National Child Protection Authority. (2019, October). National Policy on Child Protection. Ministry of
         Women, Child Affairs and Social Empowerment of Sri Lanka. 
         https://childprotection.gov.lk/images/pdfs/acts-
         guidelines/2020.12.31%20National%20Policy%20on%20Child%20Protection.pdf
Pahalawatte, A. (2021, November 20). Protecting every child in Sri Lanka. Groundviews. Retrieved
         September 12, 2023, from https://groundviews.org/2021/11/20/protecting-every-child-in-sri-
         lanka/
Peiris-John, R. J., Attanayake, S., Daskon, L., Wickremasinghe, A. R., & Ameratunga, S. (2014). Disability
         studies in Sri Lanka: Priorities for action. Disability and Rehabilitation, 36(20), 1742–1748.
         https://doi.org/10.3109/09638288.2013.864714
Portilla-Saavedra, D., Pinto-Cortez, C., Guerra, C., & Cárdenas, F. P. (2022). Victimization by caregivers:
          Prevalence and risk factors in Chilean children and adolescents. Child Adolesc Psychiatry Ment 
          Health, 16(74). https://doi.org/10.1186/s13034-022-00509-3
Pulla, V. (2014). Child protection system reform in the regional consultation of the South Asian
          nations. The Malaysian Journal of Social Administration, 10, 29–44. 
          https://doi.org/10.22452/mjsa.vol10no1.2
Roar Media. (2016, November 4). The plight of Sri Lanka’s special needs children. Retrieved
         September 12, 2023, from https://roar.media/english/life/reports/plight-sri-lankas-special-needs-
         children
Samararatne, D. W., Soldatic, K., & Perera, B. (2018). ‘Out of the Shadows’: War-affected Women with
         Disabilities in Sri Lanka: Final Report. Western Sydney University. 
         https://researchdirect.westernsydney.edu.au/islandora/object/uws:47194
Sri Lanka Department of Census and Statistics. (2021, October 1). Census of children in child care
         institutions 2019 Final Report. 
         http://www.statistics.gov.lk/OtherCensusandSurveys/StaticalInformation/Census/CensusofChild
         reninChildCareInstitutions2019Final
UNICEF Sri Lanka. (2018b, June 21). Child protection. Retrieved September 12, 2023, from
         https://www.unicef.org/srilanka/child-protection
UNICEF Sri Lanka. (2018f, June 22). Child survival & development in early childhood. Retrieved
         September 12, 2023, from https://www.unicef.org/srilanka/child-survival-development-early-
         childhood

B i g  P i c t u r e  f o r  N e x t  S t e p

Create training and certification initiatives for
healthcare professionals and educators, implement
a mentorship program, establish regional resource
centers, and develop an online resource for
parents, caregivers, and teachers of CWD.

Present the information to the Ministry of Women,
Child Affairs and Social Empowerment Government
of Sri Lanka and offer:

1. Technical coaching and assistance

2. Continued data collection/ research

3. Strategic planning and implementation support

Fostering Professional Support
and Resources for CWD

First Steps: Collaborate with experts to design a
specialized training curriculum.
Cost: No additional cost within the MWCASE (budgets
and human resources can be re-allocated).
Time: 6 to 8 months for curriculum development and
initial preparations.

Establish neighborhood support networks, partner
with architectural firms to promote universal
design principles, and collaborate with local
governments to develop safe communities for
CWD.

Measures to Alleviate
Vulnerabilities

First Steps: Engage local community leaders, disability
advocates, and relevant organizations.
Cost: No additional cost within the MWCASE (budgets
and human resources can be re-allocated).
Time: 2 to 3 months, accounting for planning meetings
and compiling feedback.


